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SUBJECT: VIOLENCE IN HYDERABAD 

1 . SPORADIC VIOLENCE BROKE OUT IN HYDERABAD MARCH 30 AFTER THE 
DEALTH OF A MUSLIM WHO REPORTEDLY WAS BEATEN WHILE IN POLICE CUSTODY. 
ACCORDING TO NEWS REPORTS THE MAN HAD GONE TO THE POLICE STATION 
WHERE HIS WIFE WAS BEING HELD (ON NO SPECIFIC CHARGE). SHE HAD BEEN 
ALLEGEDLY MOLESTED BY POLICE. NEWS OF THE DEATH SPREAD 

RAPIDLY. A MOB OF 3000 PEOPLE ATTACKED THE POLICE STATION WHERE THE 
INCIDENT OCCURED AND POLICE WERE FORCED TO USE TEAR GAS TO DISPERSE 
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THE CROWD. 

2. THE VIOLENCE QUICKLY SPREAD THROUGHOUT HYDERABAD AND SECUNDERABAD. 
AND HAS CONTINUED FOR SEVERAL DAYS. ON APRIL 1 ALONE, 33 INCIDENTS 

WERE REPORTED BETWEEN 9 A.M. AND 4 P.M. ALMOST 100 BUSES HAVE SO FAR 
BEEN DESTROYED OR DAMAGED AND PROPERTY LOSSES ARE REPORTED HEAVY. 
DEMONSTRATORS, ADOPTING HIT AND RUN TACTICS, HAVE CLASHED FREQUENTLY 
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WITH POLICE. AT ONE POINT POLICE FIRED ON A CROWD, KILLING AT 
LEAST ONE AND INJURING SEVERAL OTHERS. FEWER INCIDENTS WERE 
REPORTED APRIL 2, HOWEVER. 

3. SINCE THE POLICE STATION WHERE THE INCIDENT TOOK PLACE IS NEAR 
OSMANIA UNIVERSITY, STUDENTS FROM THAT AND OTHER INSTITUTIONS JOINED 
THE DEMONSTRATORS, WHO ARE DEMANDING JUDICIAL INQUIRIES INTO BOTH 
THE DEATH AND THE POLICE FIRING AS WELL AS THE RESIGNATION OF THE 
STATE HOME MINISTER, M. M. HASHIM. AS A RESULT SCHOOLS AND 
COLLEGES ARE CLOSED AND SCHEDULED EXAMINATIONS POSTPONED. 

4. FACING THE FIRST CRISIS OF HIS NEW ADMINISTRATION, CHIEF 
MINISTER M. CHENNA REDDY ADMITTED THAT "OBVIOUSLY A WRONG HAD 
BREN COMMITTED." HE ORDERED A JUDICIAL INQUIRY INTO THE POLICE 
BEATING AND DEATH BUT ONLY AUTHORIZED A MAGISTERIAL INQUIRY INTO 
THE POLICE FIRING. HE ALSO BLAMED UNSPECIFIED OUTSIDERS FOR INCITING 
THE RIOTS AND ACCUSED OPPOSITION PARTIES OF TAKING ADVANTAGE 

OF THE SITUATION. 

5. SOME OBSERVERS BELIEVE HE IS RIGHT. THE VIOLENCE IS SIMILAR TO 
THAT LAUNCHED BY REDDY HIMSELF IN 1969 WHEN HE WAS FIGHTING FOR 
THE CREATION OF A SEPARATE TELENGANA STATE. AN EYEWITNESS FAMILIAR 
WITH THE LOCAL POLITICAL SCENE TOLD US THIS INCIDENT COULD ONLY 
HAVE BECOME A RIOT WITH THE HELP OF OPPOSITION POLITICIANS AND 
COMMUNAL MUSLIM ORGANIZATIONS. OPPOSITION PARTIES CALLED FOR A 
BANDH APRIL 3 IN BOTH HYDERABAD AND SECUNDERABAD. ALTHOUGH REPORTS 
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INDICATE THE BANDH BEGAN PEACEFULLY, THE SITUATION QUICKLY 
DETERIORATED. MOBS ATTACKED POLICE STATIONS AND GOVERNMENT 
BUILDINGS ALL OVER THE CITIES. NEWS REPORTS INDICATE 
POLICE FIRED ON CROWDS AS MANY AS 13 TIMES, KILLING AT LEAST NINE 
AND INJURING AT LEAST 80. ARMY UNITS AS WELL AS CENTRAL RESERVE 
POLICE HAVE BEEN CALLED IN AND A COMPLETE CURFEW IMPOSED FROM 
1230 APRIL 3 TO 0600 APRIL 5 (EXCEPT FOR 0500-0900 APRIL 4). 

DISTURBANCES ARE ALSO REPORTED IN THE CITIES OF ALAIR AND WARANGAL, 
THE LATTER A KEY RAILWAY JUNTION. 

6. AT THE MOMENT MOST OBSERVERS HOPE THE VIOLENCE WILL SOON 
DIE DOWN SINCE THE MOBS APPEAR TO HAVE NO GOAL IN MIND EXCEPT 
VIOLENCE. HOWEVER IF THE OPPOSITION PARTIES ACTUALLY USED THE 
INCIDENT TO FOMENT THE RIOTING CHENNA REDDY'S GOVERNMENT MAY 
HAVE TROUBLE IN THE DAYS AHEAD. THE 

JANATA GOVERNMENT GOT INTO THE ACT AS WELL WHEN PRIME MINISTER 
DESAI SENT MINISTER OF STATE FOR COMMERCE AND CIVIL SUPPLIES 
ARIF BAIG TO VISIT THE WIDOW. HIS TRIP BODES NO GOOD FOR FUTURE 
GOAP-GOI RELATIONS. 

MCCASKILL UNQUOTE 
GOHFF.N 
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